


 
 Texas Guide To The 2020 Health Care Election 

 
Donald Trump and his Republican allies have waged a relentless war on Texans’ health care for four years, 
sabotaging care and doing everything in their power to dismantle the Affordable Care Act and the protections it 
provides for nearly 12 million Texans with pre-existing conditions. With a vacancy on the U.S. Supreme Court, 
the future of our health care is even more at stake. On November 10, 2020 — one week after the election — 
the U.S. Supreme Court will hear oral arguments in California v. Texas, a case that could overturn the entire 
Affordable Care Act (ACA), ending its protections for 135 million Americans with pre-existing conditions and 
ripping health care away from more than 20 million Americans, all during a raging pandemic.  
 
Possibly joining those with pre-existing conditions are nearly eight million Americans who have contracted 
coronavirus as a result of President Trump’s failure to prepare for and respond to the pandemic. In addition to 
having nearly eight million people infected, the United States has seen more than 214,000 Americans die and 
nearly 64 million people file for unemployment. Despite his utter failure to protect America, Donald Trump 
continues to downplay the danger of the virus, ignore the recommendations from experts urging him to ramp 
up testing, and rush states and schools to reopen regardless of whether it’s safe to do so. 
 
This election your health care is on the ballot. Health care champions like Joe Biden, Colin Allred, Lizzie 
Fletcher, and MJ Hegar are standing up for Texans’ care while Trump and his Republican allies relentlessly try 
to tear it away in the midst of the deadliest pandemic in 100 years.  
 
Trump’s Failed COVID Response Has Cost Thousands Of Texan Lives And 
Thousands Of Jobs 
 
Nearly 17,000 Texans Have Died Of COVID-19. As of October 13, Texas had reported 16,558 fatalities due 
to the virus, and more than 795,000 cases. Texas is one of only three states to have reported more than 
700,000 infections.  
 

● The Pandemic Has Disproportionately Impacted Hispanic And Latino Texans. President Trump’s 
failure to contain the virus has disproportionately impacted Hispanic or Latino Texans. While Hispanic 
or Latino Texans account for only 39% of the state’s population, they account for 56% of the state’s 
deaths due to COVID-19. 

 
President Trump’s Reckless Rush To Reopen The Economy Led To A Deadly Spike Of The Virus In 
Texas. President Trump allowed federal social distancing guidelines to expire at the end of April and 
aggressively urged states to reopen before it was safe for them to do so. Texas Governor Greg Abbott was all 
too eager to comply. At the beginning of May, Abbott allowed Texas retail stores, restaurants, movie theaters, 
malls, museums and libraries to open at 25% capacity, even as cases steadily grew. On May 22, Abbott 
allowed bars to open at 25% capacity — which he increased to 50% capacity on June 3.  
 

● Following President Trump’s Push To Reopen, And Governor Abbott’s Decision To Comply, 
Cases, Hospitalizations, And Deaths In Texas Soared. In the weeks following Abbott’s reckless 
decision to reopen bars and other businesses, cases in Texas soared to alarming heights. On May 1, 
the state had just under 30,000 total infections. By mid-July, cases had inflated ten-fold to more than 
300,000. Abbott ultimately expressed regret over his dangerous decision to allow bars to reopen, but by 
then, the damage was done. From June to July, hospitalizations in Texas increased by almost 400%. In 
June, sick patients had to wait hours for empty beds in hospital emergency rooms. At the end of July, 
some hospitals in Texas were convening ethics panels to ration limited resources, and to determine 
which patients were too sick for treatment and would be sent home to die. Other hospitals brought in 
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refrigerated trucks to handle the bodies that wouldn’t fit in the morgue. 
 

● Abbott Is Now Making The Same Mistakes He Made In May. Starting October 14, Governor Abbott is 
letting bars open at 50% capacity, as long as their county governments allow it. Abbott is further 
allowing other businesses to expand from 50% capacity to 75% capacity. While key metrics like 
numbers of hospitalizations and new infections have remained steady in recent months, they vastly 
exceed the levels they were at in May when Abbott first relaxed restrictions. Hospitalizations, for 
example, are twice what they were in May when Abbott allowed bars to reopen. As experts warn that 
the United States could be entering an apocalyptic fall, Abbott’s poor decision-making will continue to 
exacerbate the outbreak in Texas.  

 
President Trump’s Failure To Create A National Testing Infrastructure Hampered Texas’ Ability To 
Respond To And Contain The State’s Outbreak. President Trump abdicated his responsibility on testing, 
delegating the responsibility downward to state or local governments rather than implementing a centralized 
infrastructure. The consequent supply shortages and delays have sabotaged Texans throughout the pandemic. 
In March, Texas lagged behind most other populous states in testing; sick patients were turned away and tests 
were provided only to those who met a narrow set of criteria. In April, Texas had the second worst per capita 
testing rate in the country, behind only Kansas. As Governor Abbott prepared to reopen the state on May 1, 
testing was still missing key benchmarks — the state was testing 10,000 fewer people per day than Abbott 
himself recommended. As cases surged throughout the summer, testing sites were overwhelmed. Some 
counties had to ration tests only to the sickest patients, while others saw increasingly long wait times. Even 
now, Texas still faces hurdles in ramping up testing. As flu season approaches, health experts are worried that 
Texas will continue to face shortages of testing supplies. 
 
Thanks To Trump’s Mishandling Of The Pandemic, Thousands Of Texas Are Facing Catastrophic 
Economic Circumstances. President Trump’s failure to contain the virus has caused perpetual economic 
hardship for the people of Texas. Unemployment in Texas is currently twice what it was in August of 2019: 
6.8% compared to just 3.5% a year ago. 3.6 million Texans have filed for unemployment since March. The 
state is also facing massive budget shortfalls as a result of a decline in sales tax revenue. And after President 
Trump allowed enhanced unemployment benefits to expire in July, roughly 350,000 Texans were barred from 
benefits.  
 
Thousands Of Texas’ Children And Young Adults Have Become Infected As President Trump 
Dangerously Urged Schools Across The Country To Reopen. President Trump has urged schools across 
the country to reopen for in-person instruction without regard for community spread, rising cases, or safety 
protocols. In doing so, he has falsely claimed that children are immune to the virus. Far from immune, children 
and young adults have been shown to contract, spread, and fall gravely ill from COVID-19. As of October 1, 
Texas had reported at least 3,000 pediatric cases of coronavirus — but that number is likely much larger due 
to the fact that the state has reported age in only 7% of cases. As of late August, Texas had reported cases in 
nearly 1,900 child care facilities, day camps, and after school programs. By late September, more than 4,500 
cases had been identified at K-12 schools. Meanwhile, more than 14,000 cases have been reported at 82 
different colleges and universities across the state.  

What’s At Stake For Texans’ Health This Election  
 
Top Ways That Donald Trump Has Sabotaged Texans’ Health Care 
 

1. The Trump Administration Is Before The Supreme Court Trying To Overturn The Entire ACA. Trump 
notoriously tried and failed multiple times to repeal the Affordable Care Act. All of the repeal bills that went 
through Congress would have caused millions of Americans to lose their health coverage and raised premiums 
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for millions more. Now the Trump administration has thrown its full support behind a lawsuit that would do the 
same. If the Republican lawsuit is successful, 23 million Americans -- including 1,958,000 Texans -- will lose 
their coverage and more than 135 million people will lose protections for pre-existing conditions, including the 
millions of Americans who contracted the coronavirus. The lawsuit will be heard one week after the election. 

 
2. Trump Has Repeatedly Undermined Protections For People With Pre-Existing Conditions. In addition to 

supporting a lawsuit that would destroy the ACA in its entirety, the Trump administration has expanded access 
to junk plans that do not need to cover pre-existing conditions. Nearly 12 million Texans have a pre-existing 
condition. These plans can also deny coverage for prescription drugs, preventative care, and other essential 
health benefits. Junk plans are particularly harmful during the coronavirus crisis: One analysis found 
widespread misleading marketing of short-term plans during the pandemic. Reports have already shown that 
patients covered by these plans have been left with thousands of dollars in medical bills for seeking treatment 
for coronavirus symptoms.  
 

3. Trump Continues To Stand With Big Pharma As Drug Prices Have Soared. Donald Trump promised that 
he would lower drug costs, but instead he gave drug companies billions in tax breaks. The year after the tax bill 
passed, the largest drug companies made $50 billion in profits and subsequently used their savings to invest 
billions more in stock buybacks for their shareholders. Meanwhile, more than 4,000 drugs saw price increases 
averaging 21 percent in 2019, and drug prices are steadily rising even as the nation fights the coronavirus 
crisis. Trump has rejected common sense reforms, like giving Medicare the power to negotiate for lower prices. 
According to AARP, 42 percent of Texas residents stopped taking medication as prescribed due to cost in 
2017.  

 
4. Trump Has Waged A War On Medicaid. Between encouraging states to impose red tape and paperwork 

requirements and championing Medicaid block grants, the Trump administration has worked tirelessly to 
dismantle Medicaid. After Arkansas imposed the nation’s first so-called work requirements program, more than 
18,000 residents lost Medicaid coverage. While these state efforts have been blocked by a federal judge 
several times, the Trump administration keeps fighting to impose work reporting requirements in Medicaid, 
appealing federal court rulings that blocked such requirements because they are illegal. Meanwhile, a recent 
GAO report found that the administrative costs to implement the failed work requirement programs in five 
states topped $400 million. Ahead of the pandemic, the Trump administration finalized its block grant proposal, 
which would dramatically reduce the Medicaid budget. Importantly, under Trump’s block grants, federal funding 
would no longer necessarily increase in response to a public health emergency like coronavirus. This could 
lead to people losing coverage and access to care, undermining prevention and treatment of diseases 
nationwide. More than 4.4 million Texans rely on Medicaid for coverage, including 3.4 million children.  

 
5. Millions Of People Have Lost Coverage Under Trump. Census data revealed in 2018 that the uninsured 

rate rose for the first time since the implementation of the Affordable Care Act, increasing from 7.9 percent in 
2017 to 8.5 percent in 2018, or by approximately 2 million people. The uninsured rate reached 9.2 percent in 
2019, meaning 30 million Americans went without health insurance last year. Additionally, more than one 
million children lost Medicaid coverage between 2017 and 2019. Health care experts have pointed to a “chilling 
effect” from Trump-backed policies, including Medicaid work requirements. 

 
6. After Repeatedly Proposing Budgets That Would Have Slashed Funding For Medicare And Medicare, 

Trump Is Still Eyeing Steep Cuts. Donald Trump’s proposed federal budget in 2019 would cut funding for 
Medicare by more than $800 billion and repeal the ACA. Additionally, the budget would cut $1.5 trillion from 
Medicaid, which would result in millions of people losing health coverage, cuts to nursing home care, and cuts 
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to care for children with severe disabilities. Most recently, Trump’s 2021 budget would reduce Medicare 
spending by $500 billion, in addition to more than $1 trillion in cuts to the ACA and Medicaid. In January, 
Trump made it clear he remained open to slashing benefits for vital programs like Medicare, Medicaid and 
Social Security during an interview with CNBC at the World Economic Forum. 

 
7. The Trump Tax Scam Gave Hundreds of Billions to Drug and Insurance Companies with Soaring 

Profits While Further Eroding Access to Health Care. Trump signed into law a tax bill that, among other 
things, repealed a key provision of the Affordable Care Act that required most people to have health coverage 
and which is the basis of the Trump-Republican lawsuit seeking to overturn the Affordable Care Act. 
Additionally, the repeal of the individual mandate contributed to thousands of dollars in increased premiums on 
the individual market in 2019.  

 
8. Health Care Costs Have Skyrocketed Under Trump. Under Donald Trump, health insurance costs have 

risen faster than people’s wages–to more than $20,000 per year for the average family, making it harder and 
harder for many Americans to get ahead.  
 

9. Trump’s Policies Promote Discrimination Against Women, People of Color and LGBTQ Americans. 
Since taking office, the Trump administration has taken multiple steps to make it harder for women, people of 
color, and LGBTQ Americans to access health care. For example, in August 2019, the Trump administration 
begins enforcing a rule that bars certain federally-funded clinics from referring women for abortions. As a 
result, the nation’s largest recipient of Title X funds, Planned Parenthood, was forced to exit the program, 
losing $60 million in funding previously used to provide birth control and reproductive health care services for 
low-income women. Moreover, experts point to Trump’s immigration policies for having deterred many Latino 
families from getting coverage, resulting in steep coverage losses, especially for children. Trump has also tried 
to make it easier for transgender Americans to be discriminated against in health care settings and allow 
providers’ to refuse patient care on the basis of the provider’s personal beliefs, a move likely to undermine 
access to care for patients who already face health care disparities.  
 
If Trump Gets His Way, Nearly Two Million Texans Would Lose Their Coverage 
 

● 1.9 million Texans could lose coverage. The Center for American Progress estimates that, in light of 
the pandemic, 1,958,000 Texans are at risk of losing coverage if the ACA is overturned.  
 

●  205,000 Texas young adults with their parents’ coverage could lose care. Because of the Affordable 
Care Act, millions of young adults are able to stay on their parents’ care until age 26. 
 

● 432,000 Texas children could lose their coverage. Almost three million children nationwide gained 
coverage thanks to the ACA. If the law is overturned, many of these children will lose their insurance. 
 

● 655,800 Texas Latinos could lose coverage. The percentage of people gaining health insurance under 
the ACA was higher for Latinos than for any other racial or ethnic group in the country. According to a 
study from Families USA, 5.4 million Latinos nationwide would lose coverage if the lawsuit succeeds in 
overturning the ACA. 
 

If Republicans Get Their Way, Insurance Companies Would Be Put Back In Charge, Ending Protections 
For Nearly 12 Million Texans With A Pre-Existing Condition 
 
Before the Affordable Care Act, insurance companies routinely denied people coverage because of a 
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pre-existing condition or canceled coverage when a person got sick. If the Trump-GOP lawsuit is successful, 
insurance companies will be able to do this again. 
 

●  11,898,500 Texans have a pre-existing condition, including 1,758,200 Texas children, 6,139,000 
Texas women, and 2,444,500 Texans between ages 55 and 64.  
 

If Republicans Get Their Way, Insurance Companies Would Have The Power To Charge You More, 
While Their Profits Soar 

 
● 10,278,005 Texans Could Once Again Have To Pay For Preventive Care. Because of the ACA, 

health plans must cover preventive services — like flu shots, cancer screenings, contraception, and 
mammograms – at no cost to consumers. This includes nearly 10,278,005 Texans, most of whom have 
employer coverage. 
 

● Insurance Companies Could Charge Premium Surcharges in the Six Figures. If the Trump-GOP 
lawsuit is successful, insurance companies would be able to charge people more because of a 
pre-existing condition. The health repeal bill the House passed in 2017 had a similar provision, and an 
analysis by the Center for American Progress found that insurers could charge up to $4,270 more for 
asthma, $17,060 more for pregnancy, $26,180 more for rheumatoid arthritis and $140,510 more for 
metastatic cancer. 
 

● Women Could Be Charged More Than Men for the Same Coverage. Prior to the ACA, women were 
often charged premiums on the nongroup market of up to 50 percent higher than they charged men for 
the same coverage.  
 

● People Over the Age of 50 Could Face a $4,000 “Age Tax,” Including $4,217 in Texas. Because 
Judge O'Connor sided with Republican lawmakers, insurance companies would be able to charge 
people over 50 more than younger people. The Affordable Care Act limited the amount older people 
could be charged to three times more than younger people. If insurers were to charge five times more, 
as was proposed in the Republican repeal bills, that would add an average “age tax” of $4,124 for a 
60-year-old in the individual market, including $4,217 in Texas, according to the AARP. 
 

● 851,914 Texans in the Marketplaces Would Pay More for Coverage. If the Trump-GOP lawsuit is 
successful, consumers would no longer have access to tax credits that help them pay their marketplace 
premiums, meaning roughly nine million people who receive these tax credits to pay for coverage will 
have to pay more, including 851,914 in Texas. 
 

● 333,523 Texas Seniors Could Have to Pay More for Prescription Drugs. If the Trump-GOP lawsuit 
is successful, seniors could have to pay more for prescription drugs because the Medicare “donut” hole 
would be reopened. From 2010 to 2016, “More than 11.8 million Medicare beneficiaries have received 
discounts over $26.8 billion on prescription drugs – an average of $2,272 per beneficiary,” according to 
a January 2017 CMS report. In Texas, 333,523 seniors each saved an average of $1,144. 
 

If Trump Gets His Way, Medicaid Expansion Would Be Repealed 
 

● 2,070,000 Texans who could gain coverage if Texas were to expand Medicaid will be denied that 
possibility. By not fully expanding Medicaid, Texas has restricted its Medicaid program, preventing 
2,070,000 residents from gaining coverage. 
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● Access To Treatment Would Be In Jeopardy For 800,000 People With Opioid Use Disorder. 
Roughly four in ten, or 800,000 people with an opioid use disorder are enrolled in Medicaid. Many 
became eligible through Medicaid expansion. 
 

● Key Support For Rural Hospitals Would Disappear, leaving Texas hospitals with $3.3 billion more in 
uncompensated care.  

 
Joe Biden Plans To Roll Back Trump’s Sabotage And Expand Access To Affordable Coverage 
 
An estimated 97 percent of Americans would be covered under the Biden plan.  
 
● Protect the Affordable Care Act. Biden would reverse Trump’s actions to sabotage the ACA, oppose the 

Texas lawsuit seeking to overturn the health care law, and protect coverage for people with pre-existing 
conditions.  

● Expand coverage. Biden would establish a Medicare-like public option to be sold on the ACA 
marketplaces. The public option would reduce costs to patients by negotiating lower rates with providers 
and providing more coordinated care. Under Biden’s plan, more than 2 million uninsured people stuck in 
the Medicaid expansion “coverage gap” would be automatically enrolled in the public option for free. And 
the option to enroll in this lower-cost coverage would be extended to 150 million Americans who get 
insurance through their employer.  

● Guarantee coverage for less than 8.5 percent of your income. All Americans would be guaranteed an 
option to purchase health care for less than 8.5 percent of their income. Under this plan, a family of four 
with an income of $110,000 per year would save an estimated $750 per month.  

● Financial assistance for more people. Premium tax credits would be made available to more middle 
class Americans, including those with incomes above 400 percent of the federal poverty line (roughly 
$100,400 for a family of four). It also expands the size of tax credits for people in all income brackets.  

● Negotiating prescription drug costs. The Biden plan would allow Medicare to negotiate -- the single 
most effective measure to bring down drug prices. Polls consistently show nearly nine in 10 Americans 
support allowing Medicare to negotiate for lower drug prices. 

TX-07: Lizzie Fletcher Is A Health Care Champion  
 
Lizze Fletcher Is Fighting For Texas Families’ Care. Lizzie Fletcher believes that it is “critical now that we 
defend the protections of the ACA, especially for Texans with pre-existing conditions, against partisan attempts 
to repeal it.” Fletcher serves on the New Democrat Coalition Health Care Task Force, working to develop and 
advance policies to improve our health care system, reduce costs, increase choices for consumers, reduce 
burdens for small businesses, eliminate junk plans, and expand coverage and she is working to bring down the 
cost of prescription drugs.  
 
Rep. Fletcher voted for legislation to provide lower health care costs and better care for American 
families. Rep. Fletcher voted for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Enhancement Act (H.R. 1425). 
The bill placed an upper limit on how much insurance can cost a family, expanding the number of middle class 
families who can get financial support, and other cost reduction programs.. The bill also improves health care 
by incentivizing holdout states to expand Medicaid and expanding Medicaid eligibility for mothers 12 months 
postpartum as well as increasing funding for outreach for open enrollment. The bill will lead to coverage for 4 
million additional people and lower health care costs for another 13 million, benefiting at least 17 million 
Americans.  
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Rep. Fletcher voted for historic legislation to lower prescription drug prices. Rep. Fletcher voted for the 
Elijah E. Cummings Lower Drug Costs Now Act (H.R. 3), historic legislation to drastically reduce Americans’ 
prescription drug prices by up to 55% and save taxpayers nearly $500 billion over the next 10 years. H.R. 3 
included the most comprehensive drug pricing reform in American history and the largest expansion to 
Medicare’s vision, dental and hearing benefits in decades. 
 
Rep. Fletcher twice voted to block the Trump Department of Justice from undermining the ACA Rep. 
Fletcher voted for Lauren Underwood’s 2019 and 2020 legislation to prevent the Department of Justice (DOJ) 
from spending federal funds on litigation that undermines the Affordable Care Act, including Texas v. United 
States.  

 
Rep. Fletcher voted to allow the House to intervene against the Texas lawsuit. Rep. Fletcher voted for a 
House rules resolution that allowed Congress to intervene against the Texas v. U.S. lawsuit. The resolution 
affirms the House Counsel’s authorization to intervene as a party in the lawsuit, asserting the House of 
Representative’s authority to defend laws it has passed and enacted into law. 

 
Rep. Fletcher voted to condemn Trump’s reckless attacks on Americans’ health care. Rep. Fletcher 
voted for Collin Allred’s resolution condemning the Trump administration’s ongoing assault on the American 
health care system, including the Texas lawsuit.  
 
Republican Wesley Hunt supports repealing the ACA. Republican Wesley Hunt supports repealing the 
Affordable Care Act and its protections for Texans’ with pre-existing conditions.  

TX-32: Colin Allred Is A Health Care Champion  
 
Rep. Allred Is Fighting For North Texas Families. Colin Allred believes that “access to health care is a 
fundamental right.” He has stood up against partisan attacks on our care and has worked hard to ensure that 
all North Texans have access to affordable, quality health care regardless of pre-existing conditions or their 
income. He’s leading the fight in Congress to lower prescription drug prices and he knows that we must do 
more to address the health care crisis in North Texas by building on the progress accomplished by the 
Affordable Care Act and expanding Medicaid in Texas.  
 
Rep. Allred voted for legislation to provide lower health care costs and better care for American 
families. Rep. Allred voted for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Enhancement Act (H.R. 1425). The 
bill placed an upper limit on how much insurance can cost a family, expanding the number of middle class 
families who can get financial support, and other cost reduction programs.. The bill also improves health care 
by incentivizing holdout states to expand Medicaid and expanding Medicaid eligibility for mothers 12 months 
postpartum as well as increasing funding for outreach for open enrollment. The bill will lead to coverage for 4 
million additional people and lower health care costs for another 13 million, benefiting at least 17 million 
Americans.  
 
Rep. Allred voted for historic legislation to lower prescription drug prices. Rep. Allred voted for the Elijah 
E. Cummings Lower Drug Costs Now Act (H.R. 3), historic legislation to drastically reduce Americans’ 
prescription drug prices by up to 55% and save taxpayers nearly $500 billion over the next 10 years. H.R. 3 
included the most comprehensive drug pricing reform in American history and the largest expansion to 
Medicare’s vision, dental and hearing benefits in decades. 
 
Rep. Allred twice voted to block the Trump Department of Justice from undermining the ACA Rep. 
Allred voted for Lauren Underwood’s 2019 and 2020 legislation to prevent the Department of Justice (DOJ) 
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from spending federal funds on litigation that undermines the Affordable Care Act, including Texas v. United 
States.  

 
Rep. Allred voted to allow the House to intervene against the Texas lawsuit. Rep. Lee voted for a House 
rules resolution that allowed Congress to intervene against the Texas v. U.S. lawsuit. The resolution affirms the 
House Counsel’s authorization to intervene as a party in the lawsuit, asserting the House of Representative’s 
authority to defend laws it has passed and enacted into law. 

 
Rep. Allred sponsored legislation to condemn Trump’s reckless attacks on Americans’ health care. 
Colin Allred sponsored a resolution passed by the House condemning the Trump administration’s ongoing 
assault on the American health care system, including the Texas lawsuit.  
 
Republican Genevieve Collins Opposes The Affordable Care Act. Genivieve Collins claims that, 
“Obamacare has raised the cost of care and eliminated access to doctors of our choosing and opposed efforts 
to lower the cost of prescription drugs for North Texans.  

MJ Hegar Is A Health Care Champion  
 
Hegar Is Standing Up Against The Texas Lawsuit That Would Overturn The ACA And Its Protections 
For 135 Million Americans with Pre-Existing Conditions 
 
MJ Hegar is standing up against the Republican lawsuit that threatens to overturn the entire Affordable Care 
Act. Hegar will protect the progress made by the Affordable Care Act while making much-needed 
improvements because she knows we “cannot go back to the past when insurance companies were able to 
discriminate against those with preexisting conditions or sell junk plans that leave folks vulnerable when 
serious health issues or injuries occur.”  
 
Hegar Will Be A Tireless Defender Of Medicare For Texas Seniors 
 
Hegar will oppose any effort to privatize, dismantle or undercut Medicare, including raising the eligibility age. 
She will also oppose any “age tax” insurance companies seek to impose against older Americans. 
 
Hegar Supports Allowing Medicare To Negotiate To Lower Prescription Drug Prices 
 
In the Senate, Hegar will advocate for measures to lower the cost of prescription drugs like allowing Medicare 
to negotiate prices with pharmaceutical companies.  
 
Cornyn Supports Repealing The ACA And Its Protections For Nearly 
12 Million Texans with Pre-Existing Conditions 
 
Cornyn Was Repeal’s “Chief Salesman” In 2017. “Senate Republicans are in a grumpy mood these days. Then there’s 
John Cornyn, who’s almost unfailingly optimistic about the GOP’s chances of passing its Obamacare repeal bill despite 
the increasingly long odds. [...] He’s held private one-on-one meetings with a slew of wavering senators to try to persuade 
them to back the party’s controversial bill, which would overhaul one-sixth of the U.S. economy and could mean that more 
than 20 million fewer Americans have health insurance. Cornyn said his offerings are not ‘state-specific’ deals to convince 
the likes of Nevada Sen. Dean Heller or Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski, although the latest drafts of the bill include some 
carve-outs for Florida, Alaska and Louisiana. [...] With Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell typically tight-lipped, 
Cornyn has emerged as a chief salesman for the GOP’s beleaguered health care plan.” [Politico, 7/16/17]  
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2009: Cornyn Voted Against Initial Passage Of The ACA. Cornyn voted against initial passage of the Affordable Care 
Act.  [HR 3590, Roll Call Vote #396, 12/24/09] 
 
2011: Cornyn Voted To Repeal The ACA. Cornyn voted for an amendment to the FAA Air Transportation Modernization 
and Safety Improvement Act that would “repeal the job-killing health care law and health care-related provisions in the 
Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010.” [S.Amdt. 13 to S. 223, Roll Call Vote #9, 2/2/11]  
 
2015: Cornyn Voted To Repeal Most Of The ACA. Ernst voted for legislation that gutted the Affordable Care Act by 
eliminating the insurance exchanges and subsidies, and repealing the Medicaid expansion accepted by 30 states. [HR 
3762, Roll Call Vote #114, 12/3/15]  
 
2017: Cornyn Voted For The Senate “Repeal And Delay” Plan. Cornyn voted for Obamacare Repeal and Replacement 
Act was a Republican effort to repeal the ACA without a replacement. Known as “repeal and delay,” the bill repealed 
major sections of the ACA, including the Medicaid expansion and premium tax credits, in 2020. [HR 1628, Roll Call Vote 
#169, 7/26/17]  
 

● If Repeal and Delay became law, 32 million fewer people would have health insurance by 2026. 18 million 
Americans would lose health coverage just in the first year after repeal.  

● Health insurance premiums would double for those in the individual market. 
 
2017: Cornyn Voted For The Better Care Reconciliation Act. Cornyn voted for the Better Care Reconciliation Act, 
which repealed and replaced the ACA. [HR 1628, Roll Call Vote #168, 7/25/17]  
 

● BCRA would have eliminated coverage for 15 million Americans in 2018. 
● The bill gutted Medicaid by more than $2 trillion over the next two decades and eliminated Medicaid expansion.  
● Individual premiums would have increased 20 percent in 2018 and comprehensive coverage would become 

“extremely expensive” in some markets.  
 
2017: Cornyn Voted For “Skinny Repeal” Of The ACA. Cornyn voted for “Skinny Repeal” of the ACA, which repealed 
the individual mandate and delayed the employer mandate while leaving most of the rest of the law in place. [HR 1628, 
Roll Call Vote #179, 7/28/17]  
 

According To CBO, Skinny Repeal Would Have Resulted In The Largest Coverage Loss in American 
History:  

o At minimum, 15 million Americans would lose coverage in 2018. This would have been the biggest 
one-year increase in our nation’s history.  

o Premiums would go up by roughly 20 percent  
 

Cornyn Supports “Having The Courts Make The Decision” On The 
Lawsuit Lawsuit That Would Rip Coverage Away From Nearly Two 
Million Texans 
President Trump is trying to rip away our health care by going to court to eliminate the Affordable Care Act in 
its entirety. If the Texas lawsuit is successful, it will strip coverage from millions of Americans, raise premiums, 
end protections for people with pre-existing conditions, put insurance companies back in charge, and force 
seniors to pay more for prescription drugs.  
 
John Cornyn On The Lawsuit: “I Support Having The Courts Make The Decision.” “Sen. John Cornyn (R-Texas) did 
not give a position on the case. ‘I support having the courts make the decision,’ he said. But he noted that the issue of 
health care is not going away. ‘I expect we’ll continue to have a conversation about health care into the indefinite future,’ 
he said.” [The Hill, 3/27/19]  
 
The Texas Judge Who Ruled Against The ACA And Called For Its Complete Destruction Is A Former Cornyn Aide. 
“In 2015, it was an Obama administration effort to extend family leave benefits to gay couples. In 2016, it was an Obama 
administration guideline allowing transgender children to use school bathrooms that align with their gender identity. And 
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on Friday, it was the entirety of Obamacare that U.S. District Judge Reed O’Connor struck down as unconstitutional after 
a Texas-led coalition of 20 states sued this year to kill it. [...] Active in the conservative Federalist Society, O’Connor is a 
former aide to U.S. Sen. John Cornyn, R-Texas, and a former federal prosecutor in North Texas who has been rumored to 
be on the short list for a promotion to a federal appeals court.” [Texas Tribune, 12/19/18]  
 
If the Texas lawsuit is successful: 
 

● 1.9 million Texans could lose coverage. The Center for American Progress estimates that, in light of the 
pandemic, 1,958,000 Texans are at risk of losing coverage if the ACA is overturned.  

 
●  205,000 Texas young adults with their parents’ coverage could lose care. Because of the Affordable Care Act, 

millions of young adults are able to stay on their parents’ care until age 26. 
 

● 432,000 Texas children could lose their coverage. Almost three million children nationwide gained coverage 
thanks to the ACA. If the law is overturned, many of these children will lose their insurance. 
 

● 655,800 Texas Latinos could lose coverage. The percentage of people gaining health insurance under the ACA 
was higher for Latinos than for any other racial or ethnic group in the country. According to a study from Families 
USA, 5.4 million Latinos nationwide would lose coverage if the lawsuit succeeds in overturning the ACA. 
 

● Texans would lose important federal health care funding — an estimated reduction of $6.5 billion in the 
first year. The Urban Institute estimates that a full repeal of the ACA would reduce federal spending on Texans’ 
Medicaid/CHIP care and Marketplace subsidies by $6.5 billion.  

 

John Cornyn And His Allies Are Telling Outlandish Lies To White 
Wash His Record Of Working To Strip Protections From Millions Of 
Texans With Pre-Existing Conditions  
 
Cornyn Falsely Claimed There Is “No Threat To Coverage For Pre-Existing Conditions.” “House Ds took 
serious issues and passed partisan messaging versions, as you know, or pretended to solve non-existent 
problems. For example, there is no threat to coverage for pre-existing conditions. We all agree they should be 
covered. No sincere effort to build consensus.” [@JohnCornyn, 7/29/19]  
 
Americans For Prosperity Is Sending Mail To Texans Claiming That Cornyn Is “Ensuring You Can Keep 
Your Health Care” [@AmyAmyAmyHull, 9/19/20]  
 
HEADLINE: “John Cornyn Makes the False Claim that Democrats Won't 'Join Republicans in 
Guaranteeing Coverage for Pre-Existing Conditions'” [San Antonio Current, 7/31/19]  
 
HEADLINE: “John Cornyn Encourages People To Sign Up For Obamacare After Fighting To Repeal It” 
[Huffington Post, 5/13/20]  
 
After Years Of Fighting To Repeal The ACA, Cornyn Suddenly Claimed That The Law Was “Good 
News” For Texans Who Lost Health Care Coverage During The Pandemic. “After voting more than a 
dozen times to repeal the Affordable Care Act and leading Senate Republican efforts to dismantle it, Sen. John 
Cornyn (R-Texas) said Monday that the “good news” is that people can sign up for President Barack Obama’s 
signature health care law if they’ve lost their jobs and need health insurance amid the coronavirus pandemic. 
‘The good news is that if you lose your employer-provided coverage, which covers about a 180 million 
Americans, that is a significant life event, which makes you then eligible to sign up for the Affordable Care Act,’ 
Cornyn said in a PBS Austin interview. ‘As you know, it has a sliding scale of subsidies up to 400% of poverty. 
So that’s an option for people.’” [Huffington Post, 5/13/20]  
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