


Iowa Guide To The 2020 Health Care Election 
 
Donald Trump and his Republican allies have waged a relentless war on Iowans’ health care for four years, 
sabotaging care and doing everything in their power to dismantle the Affordable Care Act and the protections it 
provides for more than one million Iowans’ with pre-existing conditions. Now that a Supreme Court vacancy 
has been filled with a justice who has demonstrated antagonism toward the ACA, the future of our health care 
is even more at stake. On November 10, 2020 — one week after the election — the U.S. Supreme Court will 
hear oral arguments in California v. Texas, a case that could overturn the entire Affordable Care Act (ACA), 
ending its protections for 135 million Americans with pre-existing conditions and ripping health care away from 
more than 20 million Americans, all during a raging pandemic.  
 
Among those with a possible new pre-existing condition are nearly nine million Americans who have contracted 
coronavirus due to Trump’s utter failure to prepare for and respond to the pandemic. The mismanagement of 
the president and his allies has led to the worst outbreak in the world, in which more than 225,000 Americans 
have died and 65 million have filed for unemployment. But Trump continues to downplay the danger of the 
virus, refusing to take action to slow the spread as he falsely claims that the United States is “rounding the 
turn” amid a devastating surge.  
 
This election your health care is on the ballot. Health care champions like Rep. Cindy Axne and Rep. Abby 
Finkenauer are standing up for Iowans’ care while Trump and his Republican allies like Sen. Joni Ernst 
relentlessly try to tear it away in the midst of the deadliest pandemic in 100 years.  

Trump’s Failed COVID Response Has Cost More Than A Thousands Iowan Lives 
And Thousands Of Jobs  
 
Over 1,600 Iowans Have Died Of COVID-19. As of October 28, Iowa had reported 118,852 cases of 
COVID-19, and 1,680 deaths. Cases, hospitalizations, and deaths  in Iowa continue to climb in an unrelenting 
surge. On October 27, the state reported record numbers of patients hospitalized with the virus. The same day, 
the state set a new record for average daily new infections. 
 

● The Pandemic Has Led To Racial And Ethnic Disparities Among Those Impacted By COVID-19 In 
Iowa. While Hispanic or Latino Iowans account for only 6% of the population, they make up 13% of the 
state’s cases of coronavirus. While Black Iowans account for only 4% of the state’s population, they 
make up 6% of the state's cases. Asian Iowans account for 4% of cases despite making up only 2% of 
the state’s population. 

 
President Trump And Governor Reynolds Failed Iowans On Testing. President Trump abdicated his 
responsibility on testing, delegating the responsibility downward to state or local governments rather than 
implementing a centralized infrastructure. In the absence of a national testing strategy, Iowa Governor Kim 
Reynolds waited months to implement a statewide testing program. It was not until Governor Reynolds 
received a tip (not from epidemiologists or experts, but from celebrity Ashton Kutcher) about a Utah-based 
testing company that she expanded efforts to test Iowa’s public. But even after “Test Iowa” was launched, 
access was initially restricted only to Iowans who worked in “key” sectors of the economy. Even now, Iowa 
ranks in the bottom half of US states for tests conducted per capita. In September, Iowa announced that it 
would no longer routinely test residents of the state’s long-term care facilities, stating that such efforts 
exceeded the state’s capacity. Iowa is currently testing at only 11% the level experts say is necessary to 
mitigate the spread of the virus.  
 
President Trump’s Mishandling Of The Pandemic Has Had Major Economic Implications For Residents 
Of Iowa. The economic consequences of President Trump’s failure to contain the pandemic have not spared 
Iowa — especially as the outbreak worsens. In mid-August, Iowa’s job count was down by 6.7% in urban areas 
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and 8.5% in rural areas compared to that time last year, while at least 96,000 Iowans were out of work. From 
March to July, the Iowa economy contracted by $5.1 billion. Economists estimate that the state could see a 
further loss of $17 billion loss in terms of wages, jobs, and self-employment income over the next twelve 
months. And though by October unemployment has dropped, Iowans feel as though they are experiencing the 
worst of both worlds. They are working, and putting themselves at risk of contracting the virus — but the 
prevalence of the virus means they don’t have enough customers to make a living. Iowa still has not recovered 
81,000 jobs that were lost at the beginning of the pandemic, and the unemployment rate recently fell in part 
because 140,000 Iowans have dropped out of the labor force and are no longer looking for work. 
 
Trump’s Failure To Contain The Virus Has Had Disastrous Implications For Iowa’ Seniors. President 
Trump has spent the last three years systematically sabotaging seniors’ health care in Iowa, and left seniors 
completely exposed when the virus arrived in the United States. Seniors are heavily represented in Iowa, 
constituting roughly 17.5% percent of the population. But rather than take action to protect Iowa’s seniors, 
President Trump and Governor Reynolds have only put them in danger. Before the pandemic, the Trump 
administration rolled back oversight of nursing homes and assisted care facilities by lowering fines against 
facilities that had been found to have endangered residents. He then failed to ramp up supplies of tests and 
PPE. Iowa’s long-term care facilities ultimately became hotbeds for infection transmission. Now, half of Iowa’s 
deaths to COVID-19 have been in long-term care facilities, while the virus continues to spread in homes and 
among seniors more broadly. As of October 27, 65 long-term care facilities across the state are experiencing 
 outbreaks. One in Amana has reported that nearly every resident is infected. Meanwhile, a survey from AARP 
shows that 43% of Iowa’s care facilities currently do not have a week’s supply of PPE for staff.  
 
President Trump’s and Governor Reynolds’ Push To Reopen Iowa Schools Has Had Catastrophic 
Consequences. President Trump has urged schools across the country to reopen for in-person instruction 
without regard for community spread, rising cases, or safety protocols. In doing so, he has falsely claimed that 
children are immune to the virus. Like Trump, Governor Reynolds has dismissed health warnings about the 
virus as scare tactics and has echoed that children infrequently get seriously ill from or transmit the virus. Far 
from immune, children have been shown to contract, spread, and fall gravely ill from COVID-19. Nonetheless, 
Governor Reynolds in July mandated that all schools offer at least 50% in-person instruction. In response, the 
statewide teachers union and the Iowa City school board, which like many others had planned to start the year 
fully online, filed a lawsuit challenging the governor’s ability to make such decisions for local districts. A Des 
Moines district even defied the Governor’s order to start online, putting its funding at risk. Since reopening, 
cases have exploded at Iowa schools and universities. More than 3,000 cases have popped up on college 
campuses, while hundreds of K-12 schools have reported cases. 

What’s At Stake For Iowans’ Health This Election  
 
Top Five Ways That Donald Trump Has Sabotaged Iowans’ Health Care 
 

1. The Trump Administration Is Before The Supreme Court Trying To Overturn The Entire ACA. Trump 
notoriously tried and failed multiple times to repeal the Affordable Care Act. All of the repeal bills that went 
through Congress would have caused millions of Americans to lose their health coverage and raised premiums 
for millions more. Now the Trump administration has thrown its full support behind a lawsuit that would do the 
same. If the Republican lawsuit is successful, 23 million Americans -- including 187,000 Iowans -- will lose their 
coverage and more than 135 million people will lose protections for pre-existing conditions, including the 
millions of Americans who contracted the coronavirus. The lawsuit will be heard one week after the election. 

 
2. Trump Continues To Stand With Big Pharma As Drug Prices Have Soared. Donald Trump promised that 

he would lower drug costs, but instead he gave drug companies billions in tax breaks. The year after the tax bill 
passed, the largest drug companies made $50 billion in profits and subsequently used their savings to invest 
billions more in stock buybacks for their shareholders. Meanwhile, more than 4,000 drugs saw price increases 
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averaging 21 percent in 2019, and drug prices are steadily rising even as the nation fights the coronavirus 
crisis. Trump has rejected common sense reforms, like giving Medicare the power to negotiate for lower prices. 
According to AARP, 30 percent of Iowa residents stopped taking medication as prescribed due to cost in 2017. 

 
3. Trump Has Waged A War On Medicaid. Between encouraging states to impose red tape and paperwork 

requirements and championing Medicaid block grants, the Trump administration has worked tirelessly to 
dismantle Medicaid. After Arkansas imposed the nation’s first so-called work requirements program, more than 
18,000 residents lost Medicaid coverage. While these state efforts have been blocked by a federal judge 
several times, the Trump administration keeps fighting to impose work reporting requirements in Medicaid, 
appealing federal court rulings that blocked such requirements because they are illegal. Meanwhile, a recent 
GAO report found that the administrative costs to implement the failed work requirement programs in five 
states topped $400 million. Ahead of the pandemic, the Trump administration finalized its block grant proposal, 
which would dramatically reduce the Medicaid budget. Importantly, under Trump’s block grants, federal funding 
would no longer necessarily increase in response to a public health emergency like coronavirus. This could 
lead to people losing coverage and access to care, undermining prevention and treatment of diseases 
nationwide. More than 690,000 Iowans rely on Medicaid for coverage, including over 300,000 children.  

 
4. After Repeatedly Proposing Budgets That Would Have Slashed Funding For Medicare And Medicare, 

Trump Is Still Eyeing Steep Cuts. Donald Trump’s proposed federal budget in 2019 would cut funding for 
Medicare by more than $800 billion and repeal the ACA. Additionally, the budget would cut $1.5 trillion from 
Medicaid, which would result in millions of people losing health coverage, cuts to nursing home care, and cuts 
to care for children with severe disabilities. Most recently, Trump’s 2021 budget would reduce Medicare 
spending by $500 billion, in addition to more than $1 trillion in cuts to the ACA and Medicaid. In January, 
Trump made it clear he remained open to slashing benefits for vital programs like Medicare, Medicaid and 
Social Security during an interview with CNBC at the World Economic Forum. 

 
5. Trump Has Repeatedly Undermined Protections For People With Pre-Existing Conditions. In addition to 

supporting a lawsuit that would destroy the ACA in its entirety, the Trump administration has expanded access 
to junk plans that do not need to cover pre-existing conditions. These plans can also deny coverage for 
prescription drugs, preventative care, and other essential health benefits. Junk plans are particularly harmful 
during the coronavirus crisis: One analysis found widespread misleading marketing of short-term plans during 
the pandemic. Reports have already shown that patients covered by these plans have been left with thousands 
of dollars in medical bills for seeking treatment for coronavirus symptoms.  
 
If The Trump Lawsuit To Overturn The ACA Is Successful 227,000 Iowans Would Lose Their Coverage 
 

● 227,000 Iowans could lose coverage. The Center for American Progress estimates that, in light of the 
pandemic, 227,000 Iowans are at risk of losing coverage if the ACA is overturned.  

 
● 24,000 Iowa young adults with their parents’ coverage could lose care. Because of the Affordable 

Care Act, millions of young adults are able to stay on their parents’ care until age 26. 
 

● 9,000 Iowa children could lose their coverage. Almost three million children nationwide gained 
coverage thanks to the ACA. If the law is overturned, many of these children will lose their insurance. 
 

● 13,600 Iowa Latinos could lose coverage. The percentage of people gaining health insurance under 
the ACA was higher for Latinos than for any other racial or ethnic group in the country. According to a 
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study from Families USA, 5.4 million Latinos nationwide would lose coverage if the lawsuit succeeds in 
overturning the ACA. 
 

If Republicans Get Their Way, Insurance Companies Would Be Put Back In Charge, Ending Protections 
For More Than One Million Iowans With A Pre-Existing Condition 
 
Before the Affordable Care Act, insurance companies routinely denied people coverage because of a 
pre-existing condition or canceled coverage when a person got sick. If the Trump-GOP lawsuit is successful, 
insurance companies will be able to do this again. 
 

● 1,288,400 Iowans have a pre-existing condition, including 174,700 Iowa children, 643,000 Iowa 
women, and 324,100 Iowans between ages 55 and 64.  

 
If Republicans Get Their Way, Insurance Companies Would Have The Power To Charge You More, 
While Their Profits Soar 

 
● 1,530,502 Iowans Could Once Again Have To Pay For Preventive Care. Because of the ACA, 

health plans must cover preventive services — like flu shots, cancer screenings, contraception, and 
mammograms – at no cost to consumers. This includes nearly 1,530,502 Iowans, most of whom have 
employer coverage. 

 
● Insurance Companies Could Charge Premium Surcharges in the Six Figures. If the Trump-GOP 

lawsuit is successful, insurance companies would be able to charge people more because of a 
pre-existing condition. The health repeal bill the House passed in 2017 had a similar provision, and an 
analysis by the Center for American Progress found that insurers could charge up to $4,270 more for 
asthma, $17,060 more for pregnancy, $26,180 more for rheumatoid arthritis and $140,510 more for 
metastatic cancer. 
 

● Women Could Be Charged More Than Men for the Same Coverage. Prior to the ACA, women were 
often charged premiums on the nongroup market of up to 50 percent higher than they charged men for 
the same coverage.  
 

● People Over the Age of 50 Could Face a $4,000 “Age Tax,” Including $4,407 in Iowa. Because 
Judge O'Connor sided with Republican lawmakers, insurance companies would be able to charge 
people over 50 more than younger people. The Affordable Care Act limited the amount older people 
could be charged to three times more than younger people. If insurers were to charge five times more, 
as was proposed in the Republican repeal bills, that would add an average “age tax” of $4,124 for a 
60-year-old in the individual market, including $4,407 in Iowa, according to the AARP. 
 

● 39,039 Iowans in the Marketplaces Would Pay More for Coverage. If the Trump-GOP lawsuit is 
successful, consumers would no longer have access to tax credits that help them pay their marketplace 
premiums, meaning roughly nine million people who receive these tax credits to pay for coverage will 
have to pay more, including 39,039 in Iowa. 

 
● 51,596 Iowa Seniors Could Have to Pay More for Prescription Drugs. If the Trump-GOP lawsuit is 

successful, seniors could have to pay more for prescription drugs because the Medicare “donut” hole 
would be reopened. From 2010 to 2016, “More than 11.8 million Medicare beneficiaries have received 
discounts over $26.8 billion on prescription drugs – an average of $2,272 per beneficiary,” according to 
a January 2017 CMS report. In Iowa, 51,596 seniors each saved an average of $1,058. 
 

If Republicans Get Their Way, Medicaid Expansion Would Be Repealed 
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● 155,400 Iowans Enrolled Through Medicaid Expansion Could Lose Coverage. More than 16 
million people have coverage through the expanded Medicaid program, including 155,400 in Iowa.  

 
● Access To Treatment Would Be In Jeopardy For 800,000 People With Opioid Use Disorder. 

Roughly four in ten, or 800,000 people with an opioid use disorder are enrolled in Medicaid. Many 
became eligible through Medicaid expansion. 
 

● Key Support For Rural Hospitals Would Disappear, leaving Iowa hospitals with $684 million more in 
uncompensated care.  

IA-01: Abby Finkenauer Is A Health Care Champion  
 
Rep. Finkenauer is Leading The Charge To Increase Access To Affordable Health Care And Lower 
Prescription Drug Costs For Iowans. Abby Finkenauer believes that health care is a human right, and 
extending access to quality and affordable care to every American must be a top priority in Congress. 
Finkenauer has been on the frontlines of advocating to improve rural health care for Iowans and she stood up 
to the powerful pharmaceutical companies and passed legislation that would require drug manufacturers to 
disclose the price of drugs in their advertisements.  
 
Rep. Finkenauer voted for legislation to provide lower health care costs and better care for American 
families. Rep. Finkenauer voted for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Enhancement Act (H.R. 1425). 
The bill placed an upper limit on how much insurance can cost a family, expanding the number of middle class 
families who can get financial support, and other cost reduction programs.. The bill also improves health care 
by incentivizing holdout states to expand Medicaid and expanding Medicaid eligibility for mothers 12 months 
postpartum as well as increasing funding for outreach for open enrollment. The bill will lead to coverage for 4 
million additional people and lower health care costs for another 13 million, benefiting at least 17 million 
Americans.  
 
Rep. Finkenaeur voted for historic legislation to lower prescription drug prices. Rep. Finkenauer voted 
for the Elijah E. Cummings Lower Drug Costs Now Act (H.R. 3), historic legislation to drastically reduce 
Americans’ prescription drug prices by up to 55% and save taxpayers nearly $500 billion over the next 10 
years. H.R. 3 included the most comprehensive drug pricing reform in American history and the largest 
expansion to Medicare’s vision, dental and hearing benefits in decades. 
 
Rep. Finkenauer twice voted to block the Trump Department of Justice from undermining the ACA 
Rep.Finkenauer voted for Lauren Underwood’s 2019 and 2020 legislation to prevent the Department of Justice 
(DOJ) from spending federal funds on litigation that undermines the Affordable Care Act, including Texas v. 
United States.  

 
Rep. Finkenauer voted to allow the House to intervene against the Texas lawsuit. Rep. Finkenauer voted 
for a House rules resolution that allowed Congress to intervene against the Texas v. U.S. lawsuit. The 
resolution affirms the House Counsel’s authorization to intervene as a party in the lawsuit, asserting the House 
of Representative’s authority to defend laws it has passed and enacted into law. 

 
Rep. Finkenauer voted to condemn Trump’s reckless attacks on Americans’ health care. Rep. 
Finkenauer voted for Collin Allred’s resolution condemning the Trump administration’s ongoing assault on the 
American health care system, including the Texas lawsuit.  
 
Republican Ashley Hinson wants to “replace” the ACA.  Republican Ashley Hinson has called for the 
Affordable Care Act to be replaced, and she refuses to condemn the reckless GOP lawsuit that would repeal 
the law entirely tearing care away from thousands of Iowans.  
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IA-03: Cindy Axne Is A Health Care Champion  
 
Cindy Axne is committed to protecting and expanding access to quality, affordable health care for all 
Iowans. Cindy Axne is working to maintain and improve the Affordable Care Act, stop House Republicans from 
allowing the return of lifetime limits, make sure that people cannot be discriminated against for having a 
pre-existing condition, and lower costs including prescription drugs. Axne has made lowering health care costs 
a top priority in Congress, introducing legislation that would address surprise medical bills that too often leave 
Iowans struggling saddled with unbearable medical debt 
 
Rep. Axne voted for legislation to provide lower health care costs and better care for American 
families. Rep. Axne voted for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Enhancement Act (H.R. 1425). The 
bill placed an upper limit on how much insurance can cost a family, expanding the number of middle class 
families who can get financial support, and other cost reduction programs.. The bill also improves health care 
by incentivizing holdout states to expand Medicaid and expanding Medicaid eligibility for mothers 12 months 
postpartum as well as increasing funding for outreach for open enrollment. The bill will lead to coverage for 4 
million additional people and lower health care costs for another 13 million, benefiting at least 17 million 
Americans.  
 
Rep. Axne voted for historic legislation to lower prescription drug prices. Rep. Axne voted for the Elijah 
E. Cummings Lower Drug Costs Now Act (H.R. 3), historic legislation to drastically reduce Americans’ 
prescription drug prices by up to 55% and save taxpayers nearly $500 billion over the next 10 years. H.R. 3 
included the most comprehensive drug pricing reform in American history and the largest expansion to 
Medicare’s vision, dental and hearing benefits in decades. 
 
Rep. Axne twice voted to block the Trump Department of Justice from undermining the ACA Rep. Axne 
voted for Lauren Underwood’s 2019 and 2020 legislation to prevent the Department of Justice (DOJ) from 
spending federal funds on litigation that undermines the Affordable Care Act, including Texas v. United States.  

 
Rep. Axne voted to allow the House to intervene against the Texas lawsuit. Rep. Stevens voted for a 
House rules resolution that allowed Congress to intervene against the Texas v. U.S. lawsuit. The resolution 
affirms the House Counsel’s authorization to intervene as a party in the lawsuit, asserting the House of 
Representative’s authority to defend laws it has passed and enacted into law. 

 
Rep. Axne voted to condemn Trump’s reckless attacks on Americans’ health care. Rep. Axne voted for 
Collin Allred’s resolution condemning the Trump administration’s ongoing assault on the American health care 
system, including the Texas lawsuit.  
 
Republican David Young voted to repeal the Affordable Care Act. In 2017, when he was a member of 
Congress, David Young promised Iowans that he would vote against health care repeal. Weeks later, under 
intense pressure from other Republicans, Young changed his vote and voted for the AHCA, which would have 
stripped care from thousands of Iowans. In 2018, Young’s vote to gut protections for people with pre-existing 
conditions, jeopardize health insurance for 351,000 people in his district, and impose an age tax on seniors 
cost him his seat, and now he’s back in 2020 with more of the same.  
 

Theresa Greenfield Is A Health Care Champion  
 
Greenfield Is Standing Up To Protect The Affordable Care Act  
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Theresa Greenfield knows that no Iowan should lose their health care coverage because of a pre-existing 
health condition.  That’s why she’s standing up to strengthen the Affordable Care Act, create a public health 
insurance option for Iowans to buy into, and work to bring down the cost of co-pays, prescription drugs, and 
health care as a whole.  
 
Grenfield  Is A Tireless Defender Of Medicaid and Medicare And Supports Allowing Medicare To 
Negotiate Lower Prescription Drug Prices  
 
In the Senate, Theresa Greenfield will fight to strengthen the Affordable Care Act. Greenfield supports creating 
a public health insurance option and will work to lower the cost of prescription drugs by allowing Medicare to 
negotiate directly with pharmaceutical companies.  Greenfield opposes raising the Medicare eligibility age and 
she won’t turn the Medicare that Iowa seniors depend on into a voucher program. 
 
 
Joni Ernst Supports Repealing The ACA And Its Protections For 1.2 Million 
Iowans with Pre-Existing Conditions 
 
2014: Ernst Campaigned For The Senate With An Ad Where She “Unloads” On Obamacare By Shooting 
It With A Handgun. “Republican U.S. Senate candidate Joni Ernst of Iowa has released a new TV ad vowing 
to ‘unload’ on Obamacare, in which she takes target practice at a shooting range with a handgun. The narrator 
of the ad says Ernst, a state senator and lieutenant colonel in the Iowa Army National Guard, ‘carries more 
than just lipstick in her purse.’ The commercial portrays her riding a motorcycle to a shooting range where she 
takes target practice. ‘Joni Ernst will take aim at wasteful spending. And once she sets her sights on 
Obamacare, Joni's gonna unload,’ the narrator continues. Next, Ernst starts firing a handgun at a target. ‘Oh, 
and one more thing,’ adds the narrator as the dispersal of her shots on the target come into view. ‘Joni doesn't 
miss much.’” [Washington Post, 5/4/14]  
 
2015: Ernst Voted To Repeal Most Of The ACA. Ernst voted for legislation that gutted the Affordable Care 
Act by eliminating the insurance exchanges and subsidies, and repealing the Medicaid expansion accepted by 
30 states, including Nevada. [HR 3762, Roll Call Vote #114, 12/3/15]  
 

● HEADLINE: “Ernst Supports ObamaCare Repeal” [Sen. Joni Ernst Press Release, 12/3/15]  
 

● Ernst Co-Sponsored Additional Legislation Authorizing “The Full Repeal Of Obamacare.” 
“Senator Ernst is also a co-sponsor of legislation introduced by Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX), which authorizes 
the full repeal of ObamaCare 180 days after enactment of the bill in order to allow a six-month window 
to replace it with quality solutions.” [Sen. Joni Ernst Press Release, 12/3/15]  

 
2017: Ernst Voted For The Senate “Repeal And Delay” Plan. Ernst voted for Obamacare Repeal and 
Replacement Act was a Republican effort to repeal the ACA without a replacement. Known as “repeal and 
delay,” the bill repealed major sections of the ACA, including the Medicaid expansion and premium tax credits, 
in 2020. [HR 1628, Roll Call Vote #169, 7/26/17]  
 

● If Repeal and Delay became law, 32 million fewer people would have health insurance by 2026. 18 
million Americans would lose health coverage just in the first year after repeal.  

● Health insurance premiums would double for those in the individual market. 
 
2017: Ernst Voted For The Better Care Reconciliation Act. Ernst voted for the Better Care Reconciliation 
Act, which repealed and replaced the ACA. [HR 1628, Roll Call Vote #168, 7/25/17]  
 

● BCRA would have eliminated coverage for 15 million Americans in 2018. 
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● The bill gutted Medicaid by more than $2 trillion over the next two decades and eliminated Medicaid 
expansion.  

● Individual premiums would have increased 20 percent in 2018 and comprehensive coverage would 
become “extremely expensive” in some markets.  

 
2017: Ernst Voted For “Skinny Repeal” Of The ACA. Ernst voted for “Skinny Repeal” of the ACA, which 
repealed the individual mandate and delayed the employer mandate while leaving most of the rest of the law in 
place. [HR 1628, Roll Call Vote #179, 7/28/17]  
 

According To CBO, Skinny Repeal Would Have Resulted In The Largest Coverage Loss in 
American History:  

o At minimum, 15 million Americans would lose coverage in 2018. This would have been the 
biggest one-year increase in our nation’s history.  

o Premiums would go up by roughly 20 percent  
 
2020: Ernst Doesn’t Even List Health Care As An Issue On Her Website. [JoniErnst.com, accessed 
9/18/20]  

Joni Ernst Refuses To Condemn The Texas Lawsuit That Would Rip Coverage Away From More Than 
185,000 Iowans 

 
2019: Ernst On The Texas Lawsuit: “I Am Not Going To Make A Determination On That.” Joni Ernst: In 
today’s day and age, we do see a lawsuit moving forward that could potentially dismantle the ACA. If that 
happens, we need to make sure that we are reiterating that preexisting conditions will be covered in any future 
insurance actions. [...] Anchor: Do you support that lawsuit that is going forward that would dismantle the 
Affordable Care Act all together? Ernst: I am not going to make a determination on that. I am not an attorney. 
But I would say that, yes, I would like to see different forms of health care coverage that exist out there that will 
bring costs down. I do want to see that addressed” [WHBF, 4/28/19]  
 
2018: Ernst Refused To Discuss The Texas Lawsuit Threatening The ACA. “Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa), who 
faces a potentially tough reelection bid in 2020, declined to discuss the ruling with a reporter in a Senate 
hallway on Monday, instead referring to her written statement.” [The Hill, 12/17/18] 
 
Ernst Voted For The Tax Bill Which Forms The Basis For The Trump-Republican Lawsuit. Ernst was a 
key vote for the Republican tax bill, which repealed a key provision of the Affordable Care Act that required 
most people to have health coverage and which is the basis of the Trump-Republican lawsuit seeking to 
overturn the Affordable Care Act.  
 
Ernst Refused To Support Authorizing The Senate Legal Counsel To Intervene In The 
Trump-Republican Lawsuit And Defend The ACA. Ernst refused to sponsor a resolution (S. Res. 18), which 
would authorize Senate legal counsel to defend the Affordable Care Act against attack in Texas v. Azar. 

Joni Ernst Has Voted To Slash Medicare and Medicaid 
 
2017: Ernst Voted To Cut Medicare By $473 Billion. Ernst voted for the FY 2018 budget resolution, which 
included $473 billion in cuts to Medicare over 10 years. [H Con Res 71, Vote #245, 10/19/17; Vox, 10/26/17]  
 
2017: Ernst Voted To Slash $1.3 Trillion From Medicaid. Ernst voted for the FY 2018 budget resolution, 
which cut funding for non-Medicare health programs, most notably Medicaid, by 1.3 trillion, a 20 percent cut 
over the course of 10 years, increasing to a 29.3 percent cut by 2027. [H Con Res 71, Vote #245, 10/19/17; 
Vox, 10/26/17]  
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Ernst Was Supportive Of The Graham-Cassidy-Heller Bill Which Would Have Slashed Medicaid 
Funding For Iowa. “An internal analysis by the Trump administration concludes that 31 states would lose 
federal money for health coverage under Senate Republicans' latest effort to abolish much of the Affordable 
Care Act, with the politically critical state of Alaska facing a 38 percent cut in 2026. The report, produced by the 
Office of the Actuary within the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, focuses on the final year 
of a block grant that states would receive under the Cassidy-Graham legislation. It shows that government 
funding for such health insurance would be 9 percent lower overall in 2026 under the plan than under current 
law. [...] Only one Republican senator is holding sessions with constituents on the measure. At a town hall 
meeting Thursday in Charles City, Iowa, Sen. Joni Ernst said she was ‘leaning yes.’ She characterized the plan 
as the only viable alternative to what she called the ACA's failures. When audience members asked about the 
bill's cuts to Medicaid spending, Ernst emphasized that spending would increase, just at a slower pace than 
under the current law.” [Washington Post, 9/22/17]  
 

● Avalere: $4 Trillion Cut To States Over Next Two Decades, Including $28 Billion Cut To Iowans. 
Independent analysts at Avalere estimated that states collectively would lose $215 billion from 2020 to 
2026 from the plans block grants and Medicaid cap, another $283 billion in 2027 when the block grant 
funding disappears altogether and $4 trillion over the next two decades. Iowa would see a $2 billion 
reduction in 2027 and a $28 billion cut over two decades. 
 

● 150,000 Iowans Enrolled Through Medicaid Expansion At Risk. The Graham-Cassidy bill would 
eliminate Medicaid expansion, which has helped roughly 150,000 Iowans receive quality, affordable 
coverage, and put part of its funding into inadequate block grants. The bill would further punish states 
that expanded Medicaid by redistributing funds to states that did not expand Medicaid. 

Joni Ernst Claims To Support Coverage For People With Pre-Existing Conditions But Sponsors 
Legislation That Would Gut Those Protections And Supports “Junk” Plans That Don’t Have To Cover 
Pre-Existing Conditions  
 
In Response To The Court Ruling Striking Down All Of The ACA, Ernst Said It Was “Important That We 
Protect People With Preexisting Conditions, As We Repeal And Replace Obamacare.” “Republicans are 
facing a moment of reckoning on health care after a federal judge struck down the Affordable Care Act, 
imperiling the landmark law the GOP has struggled against for eight years. [...] One of the Republican senators 
facing a potentially competitive reelection campaign is Joni Ernst of Iowa. Ernst issued a statement Saturday 
saying that it was ‘important that we protect people with preexisting conditions, as we repeal and replace 
Obamacare.’” [Washington Post, 12/15/18]  
 
2018: Ernst Co-Sponsored Legislation That She Claimed Would “Guarantee Americans Have Equal 
Health Care Coverage, Regardless Of Their Health Status Or Pre-Existing Condition.” “Yesterday, 
Senators Thom Tillis (R-NC), Lamar Alexander (R-TN), Chuck Grassley (R-IA), Dean Heller (R-NV), Bill 
Cassidy, M.D. (R-LA), Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), Joni Ernst (R-IA), Lindsey Graham (R-SC), John Barrasso 
(R-WY), and Roger Wicker (R-MS) introduced the Ensuring Coverage for Patients with Pre-Existing Conditions 
Act, legislation that would guarantee Americans have equal health care coverage, regardless of their health 
status or pre-existing conditions. Oral arguments in Texas v. United States will begin on September 5th, and if 
the judge rules in favor of the plaintiffs, protections for patients with pre-existing conditions could be eliminated. 
This legislation amends the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) to guarantees the 
availability of coverage in the individual or group market, for all Americans, including those with pre-existing 
conditions, regardless of the outcome in Texas v. United States. The legislation prohibits discrimination against 
beneficiaries based on health status, including the prohibition against increased premiums for beneficiaries due 
to pre-existing conditions.” [Sen. Thom Tillis Press Release, 8/24/18]  
 
2019: Ernst Co-Sponsored The Protect Act That She Claimed Would Protect Americans With 
Pre-Existing Conditions. “Senate Republicans believe in patient-centered health care that delivers the 
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choices they want, the affordability and protections they need, and the quality they deserve. That is why 
Senator Thom Tillis (R-NC) and his colleagues today introduced the Protect Act, legislation that protects 
Americans with pre-existing conditions, ensuring that Americans have the peace of mind knowing that they and 
their loved ones will never be denied health care coverage or be charged more because of a pre-existing 
condition. Joining Senator Tillis as co-sponsors of the Protect Act are Senators Lamar Alexander (R-TN), 
Chuck Grassley (R-IA), Bill Cassidy, M.D. (R-LA), Rob Portman (R-OH), David Perdue (R-GA), Joni Ernst 
(R-IA), John Cornyn (R-TX), Kevin Cramer (R-ND), Johnny Isakson (R-GA), Roger Wicker (R-MS), Shelley 
Moore Capito (R-WV), John Barrasso (R-WY), Rick Scott (R-FL), John Kennedy (R-LA), Todd Young (R-IN), 
Tom Cotton (R-AR), and Richard Burr (R-NC).’” [Sen. Thom Tillis Press Release, 4/10/19] 
 
Experts Agree That Ernst’s Bills Are A Sham That Won’t Protect People With Pre-Existing Conditions:  
  

● Larry Levitt, Senior Vice President Of The Kaiser Family Foundation, Said Ernst’s Bill Would 
Make Protections For Pre-existing Conditions A “Mirage.” “I'll get a little wonky now to explain why 
this new Republican bill would allow pre-existing condition exclusions, making protections for people 
with pre-existing conditions something of a mirage.” [@Larry_Leavitt, 8/24/18]  
 

● HEADLINE: “The GOP’s New Pre-Existing Conditions Promise Is A Fraud” [Huffington Post, 
8/24/18]  
 

● Health Care Analyst Charles Gaba Called Tillis’s Bill “Insultingly Stupid.” “The GOP (which 
BROUGHT THE LAWSUIT IN THE FIRST PLACE, mind you) *knows* that they’ll be in even deeper 
doo-doo than they already are if they WIN their insultingly stupid case, so they’re doing damage control 
with a new bill which is ALSO insultingly stupid. Here’s how the GOP’s ‘solution’ to the existential 
problem THEY CREATED would work: It would require insurers to sell policies to those w/pre-existing 
conditions…but WOULDN’T require them to actually COVER those pre-existing conditions. 
BRILLIANT!” [@Charles_Gaba, 8/27/18]  
 

● CBPP: Tillis’s Bill “Falls Far Short Of Its Purported Goal” And “Would Do Little To Protect 
People With Pre-Existing Conditions.” “In case the Supreme Court declares the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) unconstitutional in Texas v. Azar, 18 Senate Republicans are backing ‘The Protect Act,’ which 
they say would ‘ensure that Americans with pre-existing conditions will have access to health care that 
covers their pre-existing conditions.’ But the bill, from Senator Thom Tillis, falls far short of its purported 
goal. [...] If the Texas plaintiffs ultimately succeed, however, the Senate bill would do little to protect 
people with pre-existing conditions.” [CBPP, 4/15/19]  
 

○ CBPP: Tillis’s Bill Would “Mean A Return To Pre-ACA Insurer Practices.” [CBPP, 4/15/19]  
 

● NYT: Tillis’s Bill Offers “Political Cover” But “Unclear” Whether It Would Actually Achieve Any 
Results. [New York Times, 4/20/19]  
 

● LA Times Editorial: Tillis’s PROTECT Act Offers “Chimeric” Protections That Would “Allow 
Insurers To Go Back To The Bad Old Days.” “[Los Angeles Times Editorial, 4/12/19]  

 
2019: Ernst Voted To Uphold The Expansion Of “Junk” Insurance Plans. Ernst voted against a 
Congressional Review Act resolution to overturn a Trump administration health care policy that allows the 
expansion of short term health care plans that do not have to guarantee coverage for pre-existing conditions or 
cover essential health benefits. [SJ Res 52, Roll Call Vote #337, 10/30/19]  
 
2018: Ernst Voted To Allow The Expansion Of “Junk” Insurance Plans. Ernst voted against a resolution to 
block President Trump from expanding access to short-term health care plans. [SJ Res 63, Roll Call Vote 
#226, 10/10/18]  
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