


 
Georgia Guide To The 2020 Health Care Election 

 
Donald Trump and his Republican allies have waged a relentless war on Georgians’ health care for four years, 
sabotaging care and doing everything in their power to dismantle the Affordable Care Act and the protections it 
provides for more than four million Georgians with pre-existing conditions. With a vacancy on the U.S. 
Supreme Court, the future of our health care is even more at stake. On November 10, 2020 — one week after 
the election — the U.S. Supreme Court will hear oral arguments in California v. Texas, a case that could 
overturn the entire Affordable Care Act (ACA), ending its protections for 135 million Americans with 
pre-existing conditions and ripping health care away from more than 20 million Americans, all during a raging 
pandemic.  
 
Possibly joining those with pre-existing conditions are eight million Americans who have contracted 
coronavirus as a result of President Trump’s failure to prepare for and respond to the pandemic. In addition to 
having nearly eight million people infected, the United States has seen more than 220,000 Americans die and 
64 million people file for unemployment. Despite his utter failure to protect America, Donald Trump continues to 
downplay the danger of the virus, ignore the recommendations from experts urging him to ramp up testing, and 
rush states and schools to reopen regardless of whether it’s safe to do so. 
 
This election your health care is on the ballot. Health care champions like Joe Biden, Lucy McBath, and Jon 
Ossof are standing up for Georgians’ care while Trump and his Republican allies relentlessly try to tear it away 
in the midst of the deadliest pandemic in 100 years.  
 
Trump’s Failed COVID Response Has Cost Thousands Of Georgian Lives And 
Hundreds Of Thousands Of Jobs 
 
Nearly 8,000 Georgians Have Died Of COVID-19. As of October 21, more than 342,000 Georgians had 
become infected with coronavirus, while more than 7,600 had died. Cases and hospitalizations are currently 
rising in the state. 
 

● The Pandemic Has Disproportionately Impacted Marginalized Groups In Georgia. Though 
Georgia has only reported race and ethnicity in just over three-quarters of statewide cases, data 
suggests that Hispanic/Latino residents of the state have been disproportionately impacted by the virus. 
While Hispanic/Latinos account for only 9% of Georgia’s population, they make up 17% of statewide 
cases where race and ethnicity were reported. Meanwhile, Black residents of Georgia make up 41% of 
deaths where race is known — though they comprise only 31% of the state’s population.  

 
The Reckless Push By President Trump And Governor Kemp To Reopen Georgia Led To A Deadly 
Summer Surge Of The Virus. President Trump allowed federal social distancing guidelines to expire at the 
end of April and aggressively urged states to reopen before it was safe for them to do so. Governor Brian 
Kemp was all too eager to comply. Long before Georgia had controlled the virus, Governor Kemp on April 20 
signed an order allowing for some businesses to reopen later that week —  in what some believe was a 
thinly-veiled attempt to curb collection of public benefits. In the months following this reckless reopening, cases 
in Georgia soared.  
 

● Over The Summer, Georgia Saw Cases, Hospitalizations, And Deaths Spike. After reopening, 
Georgia reported a more than 600% increase in the daily rolling average of cases from Memorial Day to 
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July 1, posting increasing cases nine out of ten weeks in that period. By mid-August, Georgia had the 
highest per capita rates of transmission in the entire country. Case increases over the summer were so 
steep that the state had to set up surge hospital capacity: On July 31, Governor Kemp announced that 
Georgia World Congress Center would be set up to house critically ill patients. When Kemp reopened 
the state at the end of April, there were just under 20,000 cumulative cases. By August 1, that number 
had ballooned to more than 190,000, while deaths had increased almost five-fold to more than 3,800. 

 
President Trump’s Failure To Implement A National Testing Strategy Hampered Georgia’s Ability To 
Respond To And Contain The State’s Outbreak. President Trump abdicated his responsibility on testing, 
delegating the responsibility downward to state or local governments rather than implementing a centralized 
infrastructure. The consequent supply shortages and delays sabotaged Georgia’s ability to ramp up testing 
efforts. When Georgia reopened in April, it had one of the lowest testing rates in the nation, testing only 40 
people per 100,000 compared to the 152 per 100,000 recommended by experts. As cases surged over the 
summer, the state’s capacity was strained, leading to long wait times and delayed results.  Even now, Georgia 
is only testing at 48% the level experts say is necessary to mitigate the spread of the virus.  
 
Thanks To Trump’s Mishandling Of The Pandemic, Hundreds Of Thousands Of Georgians Are Still 
Suffering Economic Consequences Months Into The Crisis. President Trump’s failure to contain the virus 
has caused perpetual economic hardship for the people of Georgia. Hundreds of thousands of Georgians 
remain out of work. And while the state’s job outlook started to improve over the summer, the number of 
Georgians filing initial unemployment claims saw an uptick in early October, jumping from 44,874 the week 
ending October 3 to 54,166 the week ending October 10. The unemployment rate remains at 6.4 percent -- 
more than twice as high than it was in February. Meanwhile, the state’s Department of Labor is still 
experiencing severe backlogs, with reports of Georgians waiting months for benefits.  
 
Trump’s Failure To Contain The Virus Has Especially Impacted Georgia Seniors. President Trump has 
spent the last three years systematically sabotaging seniors’ health care in Georgia, and left seniors 
completely exposed when the virus arrived in the United States. Rather than taking decisive action to curb the 
spread of the virus, Trump allowed it to infiltrate nursing homes amid supply shortages, and he downplayed its 
risks.  By the end of August, more than 2,000 COVID-19 deaths had been connected to Georgia nursing 
homes. A recent survey by AARP revealed that a quarter of Georgia nursing homes did not have a one week 
supply of PPE in September, and nearly half had a shortage of direct care workers. The survey also found that 
Georgia nursing homes saw 1.01 deaths per 100 residents in the four weeks ending September 20-- more than 
twice the national average. Meanwhile, roughly 85% of Georgia’s deaths to coronavirus have been among 
those aged 60 and above.  
 
Thousands Of Georgia’s Children And Young Adults Have Become Infected As President Trump 
Dangerously Urged Schools Across The Country To Reopen. President Trump has urged schools across 
the country to reopen for in-person instruction without regard for community spread, rising cases, or safety 
protocols. In doing so, he has falsely claimed that children are immune to the virus. Far from immune, children 
and young adults have been shown to contract, spread, and fall gravely ill from COVID-19. As of October 15, 
Georgia had reported more than 30,000 pediatric infections — nearly 10% of the state’s overall caseload. Amid 
President Trump’s calls for schools to reopen for in-person instruction, Georgia Governor Brian Kemp has 
failed to implement statewide standards on reopening, leaving the decision making up to localities instead. As 
a result, new outbreaks in the state have increasingly come from schools. Now, The Georgia Association of 
Educators is suing Governor Kemp over policies that “put the health and safety of Georgia's 1.8 million public 

https://apnews.com/article/georgia-keisha-lance-bottoms-atlanta-virus-outbreak-public-health-ece62b61cd284db2a7b8792587850e18
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/state-timeline/new-deaths/georgia/25
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/data/state-timeline/new-deaths/georgia/25
https://www.vox.com/future-perfect/21366624/trump-covid-coronavirus-pandemic-failure
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/24/opinion/coronavirus-covid-19-georgia-reopen.html
https://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional/georgia-sees-testing-system-strained-with-rise-covid-cases/pyb5miiLT74o8FUP9BsCAK/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-testing.html
https://www.ajc.com/politics/kemp-says-15-billion-in-covid-money-will-prop-up-unemployment-benefits-fund/HXP6QJA6XZEGNMV5GOJ6QGCTCI/
https://www.forsythnews.com/news/state/weekly-first-time-jobless-claims-increase-georgia/
https://www.ajc.com/ajcjobs/state-posts-both-job-growth-and-recession-level-layoffs/ZN2JS3VRBBAJ7JQE4DYBD47PNE/
https://www.ajc.com/ajcjobs/state-posts-both-job-growth-and-recession-level-layoffs/ZN2JS3VRBBAJ7JQE4DYBD47PNE/
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/09/27/why-some-states-are-struggling-to-pay-unemployment-benefits.html
https://www.wabe.org/georgia-nursing-home-chain-suffers-big-toll-from-covid-19/
https://www.aarp.org/content/dam/aarp/ppi/pdf/2020/10/georgia-nursing-home-dashboard-october-2020-aarp.pdf
https://dph.georgia.gov/covid-19-daily-status-report
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP%20and%20CHA%20-%20Children%20and%20COVID-19%20State%20Data%20Report%2010.15.20%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.11alive.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/georgia-teachers-union-files-suit-against-state-over-reopenings/85-59df492e-88f9-4dde-88a6-a6a1fbd3976c
https://www.11alive.com/article/news/health/coronavirus/georgia-teachers-union-files-suit-against-state-over-reopenings/85-59df492e-88f9-4dde-88a6-a6a1fbd3976c


 
school students at risk." Meanwhile, 36 different Georgia colleges and universities have reported nearly 10,000 
infections since campuses reopened. 

What’s At Stake For Georgians’ Health This Election  
 
Top Ways That Donald Trump Has Sabotaged Georgians’ Health Care 
 

1. The Trump Administration Is Before The Supreme Court Trying To Overturn The Entire ACA. Trump 
notoriously tried and failed multiple times to repeal the Affordable Care Act. All of the repeal bills that went 
through Congress would have caused millions of Americans to lose their health coverage and raised premiums 
for millions more. Now the Trump administration has thrown its full support behind a lawsuit that would do the 
same. If the Republican lawsuit is successful, 23 million Americans -- including 552,000 Georgians -- will lose 
their coverage and more than 135 million people will lose protections for pre-existing conditions, including the 
millions of Americans who contracted the coronavirus. The lawsuit will be heard one week after the election. 

 
2. Trump Has Repeatedly Undermined Protections For People With Pre-Existing Conditions. In addition to 

supporting a lawsuit that would destroy the ACA in its entirety, the Trump administration has expanded access 
to junk plans that do not need to cover pre-existing conditions. Roughly 4.4 million Georgians have a 
pre-existing condition. These plans can also deny coverage for prescription drugs, preventative care, and other 
essential health benefits. Junk plans are particularly harmful during the coronavirus crisis: One analysis found 
widespread misleading marketing of short-term plans during the pandemic. Reports have already shown that 
patients covered by junk plans have been left with thousands of dollars in medical bills for seeking treatment 
for coronavirus symptoms.  
 

3. Trump Continues To Stand With Big Pharma As Drug Prices Have Soared. Donald Trump promised that 
he would lower drug costs, but instead he gave drug companies billions in tax breaks. The year after the tax bill 
passed, the largest drug companies made $50 billion in profits and subsequently used their savings to invest 
billions more in stock buybacks for their shareholders. Meanwhile, more than 4,000 drugs saw price increases 
averaging 21 percent in 2019, and drug prices are steadily rising even as the nation fights the coronavirus 
crisis. Trump has rejected common sense reforms, like giving Medicare the power to negotiate for lower prices. 
According to AARP, 32 percent of Georgia residents stopped taking medication as prescribed due to cost in 
2017.  

 
4. Trump Has Waged A War On Medicaid. Between encouraging states to impose red tape and paperwork 

requirements and championing Medicaid block grants, the Trump administration has worked tirelessly to 
dismantle Medicaid. After Arkansas imposed the nation’s first so-called work requirements program, more than 
18,000 residents lost Medicaid coverage. While these state efforts have been blocked by a federal judge 
several times, the Trump administration keeps fighting to impose work reporting requirements in Medicaid, 
appealing federal court rulings that blocked such requirements because they are illegal. Meanwhile, a recent 
GAO report found that the administrative costs to implement the failed work requirement programs in five 
states topped $400 million. Ahead of the pandemic, the Trump administration finalized its block grant proposal, 
which would dramatically reduce the Medicaid budget. Importantly, under Trump’s block grants, federal funding 
would no longer necessarily increase in response to a public health emergency like coronavirus. This could 
lead to people losing coverage and access to care, undermining prevention and treatment of diseases 
nationwide. More than 1.9 million Georgians rely on Medicaid for coverage, including 1,343,840 children.  
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5. Millions Of People Have Lost Coverage Under Trump. Census data revealed in 2018 that the uninsured 

rate rose for the first time since the implementation of the Affordable Care Act, increasing from 7.9 percent in 
2017 to 8.5 percent in 2018, or by approximately 2 million people. The uninsured rate reached 9.2 percent in 
2019, meaning 30 million Americans went without health insurance last year. Additionally, more than one 
million children lost Medicaid coverage between 2017 and 2019. Health care experts have pointed to a “chilling 
effect” from Trump-backed policies, including Medicaid work requirements. 

 
6. After Repeatedly Proposing Budgets That Would Have Slashed Funding For Medicare And Medicare, 

Trump Is Still Eyeing Steep Cuts. Donald Trump’s proposed federal budget in 2019 would cut funding for 
Medicare by more than $800 billion and repeal the ACA. Additionally, the budget would cut $1.5 trillion from 
Medicaid, which would result in millions of people losing health coverage, cuts to nursing home care, and cuts 
to care for children with severe disabilities. Most recently, Trump’s 2021 budget would reduce Medicare 
spending by $500 billion, in addition to more than $1 trillion in cuts to the ACA and Medicaid. In January, 
Trump made it clear he remained open to slashing benefits for vital programs like Medicare, Medicaid and 
Social Security during an interview with CNBC at the World Economic Forum. 

 
7. The Trump Tax Scam Gave Hundreds of Billions to Drug and Insurance Companies with Soaring 

Profits While Further Eroding Access to Health Care. Trump signed into law a tax bill that, among other 
things, repealed a key provision of the Affordable Care Act that required most people to have health coverage 
and which is the basis of the Trump-Republican lawsuit seeking to overturn the Affordable Care Act. 
Additionally, the repeal of the individual mandate contributed to thousands of dollars in increased premiums on 
the individual market in 2019.  

 
8. Health Care Costs Have Skyrocketed Under Trump. Under Donald Trump, health insurance costs have 

risen faster than people’s wages–to more than $20,000 per year for the average family, making it harder and 
harder for many Americans to get ahead.  
 

9. Trump’s Policies Promote Discrimination Against Women, People of Color and LGBTQ Americans. 
Since taking office, the Trump administration has taken multiple steps to make it harder for women, people of 
color, and LGBTQ Americans to access health care. For example, in August 2019, the Trump administration 
begins enforcing a rule that bars certain federally-funded clinics from referring women for abortions. As a 
result, the nation’s largest recipient of Title X funds, Planned Parenthood, was forced to exit the program, 
losing $60 million in funding previously used to provide birth control and reproductive health care services for 
low-income women. Moreover, experts point to Trump’s immigration policies for having deterred many Latino 
families from getting coverage, resulting in steep coverage losses, especially for children. Trump has also tried 
to make it easier for transgender Americans to be discriminated against in health care settings and allow 
providers’ to refuse patient care on the basis of the provider’s personal beliefs, a move likely to undermine 
access to care for patients who already face health care disparities.  
 
If Trump Gets His Way, More Than 550,000 Georgians Would Lose Their Coverage 
 
● 552,000 Georgians could lose coverage. The Center for American Progress estimates that, in light of the 

pandemic, 552,000 Georgians are at risk of losing coverage if the ACA is overturned. 
 
● 74,000 Georgia young adults with their parents’ coverage could lose care. Because of the Affordable 

Care Act, millions of young adults are able to stay on their parents’ care until age 26. 
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● 87,000 Georgia children could lose their coverage. Almost three million children nationwide gained 

coverage thanks to the ACA. If the law is overturned, many of these children will lose their insurance. 
 
● 89,300 Georgia Latinos could lose coverage. The percentage of people gaining health insurance under 

the ACA was higher for Latinos than for any other racial or ethnic group in the country. According to a study 
from Families USA, 5.4 million Latinos nationwide would lose coverage if the lawsuit succeeds in 
overturning the ACA. 

 
If Republicans Get Their Way, Insurance Companies Would Be Put Back In Charge, Ending Protections 
For 4.4 Million Georgians With A Pre-Existing Condition 
 
Before the Affordable Care Act, insurance companies routinely denied people coverage because of a 
pre-existing condition or canceled coverage when a person got sick. If the Trump-GOP lawsuit is successful, 
insurance companies will be able to do this again. 
 
● 4,393,600 Georgians have a pre-existing condition, including 597,000 Georgia children, 2,255,000 

Georgia women, and 958,100 Georgians between ages 55 and 64.  
 
If Republicans Get Their Way, Insurance Companies Would Have The Power To Charge You More, 
While Their Profits Soar 

 
● 4,187,077 Georgians Could Once Again Have To Pay For Preventive Care. Because of the ACA, health 

plans must cover preventive services — like flu shots, cancer screenings, contraception, and 
mammograms – at no cost to consumers. This includes nearly 4,187,077 Georgians, most of whom have 
employer coverage. 

 
● Insurance Companies Could Charge Premium Surcharges in the Six Figures. If the Trump-GOP 

lawsuit is successful, insurance companies would be able to charge people more because of a pre-existing 
condition. The health repeal bill the House passed in 2017 had a similar provision, and an analysis by the 
Center for American Progress found that insurers could charge up to $4,270 more for asthma, $17,060 
more for pregnancy, $26,180 more for rheumatoid arthritis and $140,510 more for metastatic cancer. 

 
● Women Could Be Charged More Than Men for the Same Coverage. Prior to the ACA, women were 

often charged premiums on the nongroup market of up to 50 percent higher than they charged men for the 
same coverage.  

 
● People Over the Age of 50 Could Face a $4,000 “Age Tax,” Including $4,183 in Georgia. Because 

Judge O'Connor sided with Republican lawmakers, insurance companies would be able to charge people 
over 50 more than younger people. The Affordable Care Act limited the amount older people could be 
charged to three times more than younger people. If insurers were to charge five times more, as was 
proposed in the Republican repeal bills, that would add an average “age tax” of $4,124 for a 60-year-old in 
the individual market, including $4,183 in Georgia, according to the AARP. 

 
● 350,322 Georgians in the Marketplaces Would Pay More for Coverage. If the Trump-GOP lawsuit is 

successful, consumers would no longer have access to tax credits that help them pay their marketplace 
premiums, meaning roughly nine million people who receive these tax credits to pay for coverage will have 
to pay more, including 350,322 in Georgia. 

 
● 138,291 Georgia Seniors Could Have to Pay More for Prescription Drugs. If the Trump-GOP lawsuit is 

successful, seniors could have to pay more for prescription drugs because the Medicare “donut” hole would 
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be reopened. From 2010 to 2016, “More than 11.8 million Medicare beneficiaries have received discounts 
over $26.8 billion on prescription drugs – an average of $2,272 per beneficiary,” according to a January 
2017 CMS report. In Georgia, 138,291 seniors each saved an average of $1,144. 

 
If Trump Gets His Way, Medicaid Expansion Would Be Repealed 

 
● 885,000 Georgians who could gain coverage if Georgia were to expand Medicaid will be denied that 

possibility. By not fully expanding Medicaid, Georgia has restricted its Medicaid program, preventing 
885,000 residents from gaining coverage. 

 
● Access To Treatment Would Be In Jeopardy For 800,000 People With Opioid Use Disorder. Roughly 

four in ten, or 800,000 people with an opioid use disorder are enrolled in Medicaid. Many became eligible 
through Medicaid expansion. 

 
● Key Support For Rural Hospitals Would Disappear, leaving Georgia hospitals with $1.2 billion more in 

uncompensated care.  
 
Joe Biden Plans To Roll Back Trump’s Sabotage And Expand Access To Affordable Coverage 
 
An estimated 97 percent of Americans would be covered under the Biden plan.  
 
● Protect the Affordable Care Act. Biden would reverse Trump’s actions to sabotage the ACA, oppose the 

Texas lawsuit seeking to overturn the health care law, and protect coverage for people with pre-existing 
conditions.  

● Expand coverage. Biden would establish a Medicare-like public option to be sold on the ACA 
marketplaces. The public option would reduce costs to patients by negotiating lower rates with providers 
and providing more coordinated care. Under Biden’s plan, more than 2 million uninsured people stuck in 
the Medicaid expansion “coverage gap” would be automatically enrolled in the public option for free. And 
the option to enroll in this lower-cost coverage would be extended to 150 million Americans who get 
insurance through their employer.  

● Guarantee coverage for less than 8.5 percent of your income. All Americans would be guaranteed an 
option to purchase health care for less than 8.5 percent of their income. Under this plan, a family of four 
with an income of $110,000 per year would save an estimated $750 per month.  

● Financial assistance for more people. Premium tax credits would be made available to more middle 
class Americans, including those with incomes above 400 percent of the federal poverty line (roughly 
$100,400 for a family of four). It also expands the size of tax credits for people in all income brackets.  

● Negotiating prescription drug costs. The Biden plan would allow Medicare to negotiate -- the single 
most effective measure to bring down drug prices. Polls consistently show nearly nine in 10 Americans 
support allowing Medicare to negotiate for lower drug prices. 

GA-06: Lucy McBath Is A Health Care Champion  
 
Rep. McBath voted for legislation to provide lower health care costs and better care for American 
families. Rep. McBath voted for the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Enhancement Act (H.R. 1425). 
The bill would place an upper limit on how much insurance can cost a family, expanding the number of middle 
class families who can get financial support, and other cost reduction programs. The bill would also improve 
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health care by incentivizing holdout states to expand Medicaid and expanding Medicaid eligibility for mothers 
12 months postpartum as well as increasing funding for outreach for open enrollment. The bill would lead to 
coverage for 4 million additional people and lower health care costs for another 13 million, benefiting at least 
17 million Americans.  
 
Rep. McBath voted for historic legislation to lower prescription drug prices. Rep. McBath voted for the 
Elijah E. Cummings Lower Drug Costs Now Act (H.R. 3), historic legislation to drastically reduce Americans’ 
prescription drug prices by up to 55% and save taxpayers nearly $500 billion over the next 10 years. H.R. 3 
included the most comprehensive drug pricing reform in American history and the largest expansion to 
Medicare’s benefits in decades. 
 
Rep. McBath voted twice to block the Trump Department of Justice from undermining the ACA. Rep. 
McBath voted for Lauren Underwood’s 2019 and 2020 legislation to prevent the Department of Justice (DOJ) 
from spending federal funds on litigation that undermines the Affordable Care Act, including Texas v. United 
States.  

 
Rep. McBath voted to allow the House to intervene against the Texas lawsuit. Rep. McBath voted for a 
House rules resolution that allowed Congress to intervene against the Texas v. U.S. lawsuit. The resolution 
affirms the House Counsel’s authorization to intervene as a party in the lawsuit, asserting the House of 
Representative’s authority to defend laws it has passed and enacted into law. 

 
Rep. McBath voted to condemn Trump’s reckless attacks on Americans’ health care. Rep. McBath voted 
for Collin Allred’s resolution condemning the Trump administration’s ongoing assault on the American health 
care system, including the Texas lawsuit.  
 
Republican challenger Karen Handel supports ACA repeal. Handel has said that she supports repealing 
the ACA, which would kick 552,000 Georgians off their coverage and rip protections from more than 4.4 million 
Georgians with pre-existing conditions.  

Jon Ossoff Is A Health Care Champion  
 
Ossoff Is Standing Up Against The Texas Lawsuit That Would Overturn The ACA And Its Protections 
For 4.4 Million Georgians with Pre-Existing Conditions 
 
Jon Ossoff Blasted Senator David Perdue For Supporting The Trump Administration’s Lawsuit To 
Overturn The ACA In The Middle Of The Pandemic. “Today I am calling on Senator Perdue, in the interest 
of the health of his constituents and in the midst of a pandemic that has now killed more than 120,000 
Americans, to abandon this assault on vital protections for Americans with pre-existing conditions, for women, 
and for young people, and to reverse his opposition to Medicaid expansion, which will help so many Georgians 
access the health insurance and health care that they need.” [Jon Ossoff Press Release, 6/25/20]  
 

● Ossoff: ”This Is Not A Time To Be Attacking People’s Health Care — This Is A Time To Be 
Strengthening It.” “This is not a time to be attacking people’s health care — this is a time to be 
strengthening it. This is a time to ensure that every single Georgian has the health insurance and the 
health care they need.” [Jon Ossoff Press Release, 6/25/20]  
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Ossoff Is A Tireless Defender Of Medicare and Medicaid 
 
Ossoff has promised to always protect Medicare and Medicaid, and as senator, he plans to expand access to 
health care coverage.  
 
Ossoff Will Work To Expand Medicaid In Georgia. Ossoff opposes cuts to Medicaid and will fight to expand 
Medicaid for Georgians and all Americans. By rejecting Medicaid expansion under the ACA, Georgia has 
prevented an estimated 885,000 residents from gaining coverage.  
 
Ossoff Supports Creating A Public Option To Help More Americans Gain Coverage. Ossoff supports 
expanding coverage options and reducing costs by creating a public option.  
 
Ossoff Supports Allowing Medicare To Negotiate To Lower Prescription Drug Prices 
 
Ossoff Wants To “Crack Down” On Drug Companies And Allow Medicare To Negotiate For Lower Drug 
Prices. One of Ossoff’s top priorities is ending price gouging and lowering the cost of prescription drugs, and 
he supports allowing Medicare to negotiate for lower prices.  

Senator David Perdue Still Supports Repealing The ACA And Its Protections For 
4.4 Million Georgians with Pre-Existing Conditions 
 
Senator Perdue Has Voted Repeatedly To Repeal The ACA 
 
2015: Perdue Voted To Repeal Most Of The ACA. Perdue voted for legislation that gutted the Affordable 
Care Act by eliminating the insurance exchanges and subsidies, and repealing the Medicaid expansion 
accepted by 30 states. [HR 3762, Roll Call Vote #114, 12/3/15]  
 
2017: Perdue Voted For The Senate “Repeal And Delay” Plan. Perdue voted for Obamacare Repeal and 
Replacement Act was a Republican effort to repeal the ACA without a replacement. Known as “repeal and 
delay,” the bill repealed major sections of the ACA, including the Medicaid expansion and premium tax credits, 
in 2020. [HR 1628, Roll Call Vote #169, 7/26/17]  
 

● If Repeal and Delay became law, 32 million fewer people would have health insurance by 2026. 18 
million Americans would lose health coverage just in the first year after repeal.  

● Health insurance premiums would double for those in the individual market. 
 
2017: Perdue Voted For The Better Care Reconciliation Act. Perdue voted for the Better Care 
Reconciliation Act, which repealed and replaced the ACA. [HR 1628, Roll Call Vote #168, 7/25/17]  
 

● BCRA would have eliminated coverage for 15 million Americans in 2018. 
● The bill gutted Medicaid by more than $2 trillion over the next two decades and eliminated Medicaid 

expansion.  
● Individual premiums would have increased 20 percent in 2018 and comprehensive coverage would 

become “extremely expensive” in some markets.  
 
2017: Perdue Voted For “Skinny Repeal” Of The ACA. Perdue voted for “Skinny Repeal” of the ACA, which 
repealed the individual mandate and delayed the employer mandate while leaving most of the rest of the law in 
place. [HR 1628, Roll Call Vote #179, 7/28/17]  
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● According To CBO, Skinny Repeal would have resulted in the largest coverage loss in American 

history: At minimum, 15 million Americans would lose coverage in 2018. This would have been the 
biggest one-year increase in our nation’s history.  

● Premiums would go up by roughly 20 percent  
 
2017: Perdue Remained Committed To Repealing The ACA And Attacked Other Republicans For Failing 
To Do So. “After the failure of Graham-Cassidy, the latest effort to repeal and replace Obamacare, Perdue 
blamed the setback squarely on Republican leadership.’What happened today in Washington was a failure. … 
There is a complete lack of congressional leadership and no accountability to get results,’ Georgia’s junior 
senator said in a press release Tuesday. ‘From the get go, three Republican Senate chairmen failed to support 
our efforts to repeal and replace Obamacare as we have all promised to do.’” [Atlanta Journal Constitution, 
9/29/17]  
 
Perdue Has Voted To Slash Medicare and Medicaid 
 
2017: Perdue Called For Cuts To Medicaid And Medicare To Pay For The Trump Tax Cuts. “As House 
and Senate lawmakers open another phase of negotiations over a $1.5 trillion federal tax overhaul, some 
Republicans are emboldened about pursuing new cuts to the system of health care entitlements. U.S. Sen. 
David Perdue said Monday that lawmakers should ‘absolutely’ seek changes to the Medicaid and Medicare 
programs to help maximize the impact of the tax cuts. He echoed other Republican officials who have 
suggested a push for more spending cuts should be in the works. ‘We’ve got to get at the spiraling costs of 
health care,’ Perdue said. ‘We have to make it sustainable long-term.’” [Atlanta Journal Constitution, 12/4/17]  
 
2017: Perdue Voted To Cut Medicare By $473 Billion. Perdue voted for the FY 2018 budget resolution, 
which included $473 billion in cuts to Medicare over 10 years. [H Con Res 71, Vote #245, 10/19/17; Vox, 
10/26/17]  
 
2017: Perdue Voted To Slash $1.3 Trillion From Medicaid. Perdue voted for the FY 2018 budget resolution, 
which cut funding for non-Medicare health programs, most notably Medicaid, by 1.3 trillion, a 20 percent cut 
over the course of 10 years, increasing to a 29.3 percent cut by 2027. [H Con Res 71, Vote #245, 10/19/17; 
Vox, 10/26/17]  
 
Purdue Supports Expanding Junk Plans That Do Not Cover Pre-Existing Conditions 
 
Junk plans allow insurance companies to deny coverage to people with pre-existing conditions, limit care, and 
put consumers at risk of financial ruin if they get sick.  
 
2019: Perdue Voted To Uphold The Expansion Of “Junk” Insurance Plans. Perdue voted against a 
Congressional Review Act resolution to overturn a Trump administration health care policy that allows the 
expansion of short term health care plans that do not have to guarantee coverage for pre-existing conditions or 
cover essential health benefits. [SJ Res 52, Roll Call Vote #337, 10/30/19]  
 
2018: Perdue Voted To Allow The Expansion Of “Junk” Insurance Plans. Perdue voted against a 
resolution to block President Trump from expanding access to short-term health care plans. [SJ Res 63, Roll 
Call Vote #226, 10/10/18]  
 
Perdue Supports The Texas Lawsuit That Would Rip Coverage Away From 550,000 Georgians 
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Perdue Said “Of Course” He Supported The Texas Lawsuit. “Sen. David Perdue (R-Ga.) said that ‘of 
course’ he wants the challengers to win, which would ‘give us an opportunity to get at the real problem, and 
that is the cost side of health care.’” [Axios, 1/10/19]  
 
Perdue Voted For The Tax Bill Which Forms The Basis For The Trump-Republican Lawsuit. Perdue was 
a key vote for the Republican tax bill, which repealed a key provision of the Affordable Care Act that required 
most people to have health coverage and which is the basis of the Trump-Republican lawsuit seeking to 
overturn the Affordable Care Act.  
 
Perdue Refused To Support Authorizing The Senate Legal Counsel To Intervene In The 
Trump-Republican Lawsuit And Defend The ACA. Perdue refused to sponsor a resolution (S. Res. 18), 
which would authorize Senate legal counsel to defend the Affordable Care Act against attack in Texas v. Azar. 
 
Perdue Opposes Government Efforts To Lower Prescription Drug Prices  
 
Perdue Dismissed Efforts To Reduce Drug Prices As Part Of An “Insidious” Drive To Get Reelected. 
“Senate Republicans have largely dismissed concerns that Trump's failure to slash drug prices could cost them 
in this fall's election, and insisted they won't be pressured into supporting broad government intervention — 
even if it comes with the backing of the White House. ‘The drive to get reelected is insidious up here,’ said Sen. 
David Perdue (R-Ga.), who's up for reelection this year. ‘That's what leads to all this bad policy.’” [Politico, 
1/24/20]  

Senator Kelly Loeffler Is “100% Supportive” Of Donald Trump’s Health Care 
Agenda 
 
Loeffler Is “100% Supportive” Of Donald Trump. “I’m a political outsider and here’s what should you know 
about me: I’m a lifelong conservative, pro-life, pro-2A, pro-military, pro-wall, and 100% supportive of 
@realDonaldTrump. In the Senate, I'll fight hard for our state, our nation, our President, & our conservative 
values.” [@KLoeffler, 12/10/19]  
 
Georgia Republican Pundit Phil Kent Said Loeffler Is “A Big Opponent Of Obamacare.” "Phil Kent, a 
conservative pundit and communications consultant who has worked with Loeffler, vouched for Loeffler's 
conservative politics, describing her as 'a big opponent of Obamacare,' a supporter of gun rights and 'very 
tough’ on illegal immigration.” [NPR, 12/2/19]  
 
Loeffler Supported Repealing The ACA While She Considered Running For Senate In 2013. "For several 
months in 2013 she considered running for the U.S. Senate the next year. But she eventually decided to stay 
with ICE to further assist in its amazing revenue and earnings growth. During that time of consideration, 
though, she expressed a wide spectrum of conservative views ranging from the repeal of Obamacare and 
control of illegal immigration to a pro-life position.” [Insider Advantage, 11/26/19]  
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